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SUBJECT: PRESIDENT-ELECT ROMERO PLANS TOUR THROUGH CENTRAL AMERICA 
AND PANAMA 

REF: SAN SALVADOR 1013 

1 . PRESIDENT-ELECT GENERAL CARLOS HUMBERTO ROMERO 
ANNOUNCED TO THE PRESS ON MARCH 5 THAT HE PLANS A PRE- 
INAUGURATION TOUR OF CENTRAL AMERICA AND PANAMA. ROMERO STATED 
THAT HE WOULD USE THE TRIP TO HELP HIM FORMULATE FUTURE 
GOVERNMENT PLANS. 

2. ROMERO STATED THAT A MAJOR PURPOSE OF THE TOUR WOULD 
BE TO ENTER INTO DIRECT DIALOGUE WITH HIS FUTURE 
CENTRAL AMERICAN COLLEAGUES, WHICH HE BELIEVED WILL BE TO 
THE BETTERMENT OF THE AREA. IN REPLY TO A REPORTER'S QUESTION, 

HE SAID THAT HE VERY MUCH WANTED TO MEET 

WITH PRESIDENT MELGAR ON HONDURAN SOIL, BUT, IF THAT WERE 
NOT POSSIBLE, HE WOULD TALK WITH HIM ANYWHERE 
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MELGAR DESIGNATED. ROMERO REPEATED HIS HOPE FOR A SPEEDUP IN 
THE SEARCH FOR A PEACE SETTLEMENT. 

3. PRIOR TO ROMERO'S ANNOUNCEMENT, THE EMBASSY HAD BEEN TOLD BY 
SEVERAL CIVILIAN ADVISERS TO THE GENERAL THAT HE WANTED 

TO MAKE A TRIP TO WASHINGTON BEFORE HIS INAUGURATION. THE THOUGHT 
WAS THAT ROMERO COULD TALK TO CONGRRESSMEN AND OTHER CRITICS OF 
EL SALVADOR AND DEMONSTRATE THAT HE IS A LIKEABLE AND WELL- 
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PREPARED PRESIDENT-ELECT. ROMERO HAS APPARENTLY DROPPED THIS IDEA. 

THE EMBASSY BELIEVES HE DID SO WHEN HE REALIZED THAT HE MIGHT 
FACE HOSTILE, POSSIBLY INSULTING QUESTIONS AND ACCUSATIONS FROM 
THE US PRESS AND OTHERS RE EVENTS SURROUNDING HIS ELECTION. 

HIS ADVISERS ALSO HAD SECOND THOUGHTS WHEN THEY SAW HOW THE GENERAL 
HANDLED HIMSELF WITH THE FEW FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS WHO 
INTERVIEWED HIM IN EL SALVADOR AFTER THE CIVIL DISTURBANCES 
LAST WEEK. POSSIBLY THE CLINCHING ARGUMENT AGAINST SUCH A US 
VISIT WAS THE SPECTOR OF PRECEDENT. IN MARCH 1972 PRESIDENT- 
ELECT MOLINA WAS IN THE US ENROUTE TO ASIA. HE HAD TO ABORT 
THE TRIP AND RUSH HOME WHEN HE LEARNED OF A COUP ATTEMPT. 

ROMERO'S TRIP TO CA AND PANAMA WOULD KEEP HIM WITHIN CALLING 
DISTANCE OF HIS HOMELAND IN CASE OF TROUBLE. 

LUBENSKY 
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